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What a Friend we have in Jesus
Ireland-born Joseph M. Scriven (1819-1886) composed this poem to comfort his
mother during a time of sorrow, never intending that anyone else should see it.
Sometime later, while visiting Joseph during an illness, a friend saw the
manuscript and asked to publish it. Scriven desired an army career but poor
health prevented that. Joseph’s first fiancée drowned the evening before their
wedding. Following a move to Canada, a second fiancée died suddenly following
a brief illness. He then joined the Plymouth Brethren and devoted his life to
caring for the physically handicapped and poor. Charles Converse (1832-1918)
composed the tune which bears his name. Massachusetts born, Charles studied
music at the Leipzig Conservatory and graduated with a law degree from Albany
University, New York. He worked most of his life in Erie, PA and was a strong
musical force in the Sunday School and Revival movement in the United States.
I Know Whom I Have Believed
Daniel Whittle (1840-1901) composed this text based on 2 Timothy 1:11-12. A
cashier of the Wells Fargo Bank, he joined the 72nd Illinois Infantry in 1861 and
participated in Sherman’s march to the sea. Dwight Moody convinced him to
enter evangelistic work in 1873. Under the pseudonym “El Nathan” (the name of
the tune) Whittle wrote over 200 hymn texts. Pennsylvania born James
McGranahan (1840-1907), evangelist, song leader, and composer of this tune,
joined Whittle in 1877 as his tunes writer and colleague traveling the United
States and Britain as evangelists.
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Great Is Thy Faithfulness
Writer and Methodist minister Thomas Chisholm (1866-1960) was born near
Franklin, KY. In 1923, he sent this text to fellow Methodist pastor, composer,
and life-long friend, William Runyan. Runyan composed the tune and included it
in a publication that same year. Rev. Runyan (1870-1957) became a church
organist at the age of 12 and began his music teaching career as a teenager. At 21
he was ordained as a Methodist minister, serving churches in Kansas, Arkansas,
The Moody Bible Institute, and Hope Publishing Company where he reviewed
all manuscripts for 22 years. Although both text and tune were written by
Methodists, it was not included in any Methodist hymnal until the Brethren
requested it to be included following the creation of The United Methodist
Church in 1968 by the merger of The Methodist and United Brethren churches.
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