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- Sunday, August 20 Where the Spirit of the Lord Is became immediately popular after its
publication in 1973. To be so well-like and with such widespread use, one
would think that information about the song and its author/composer
Stephen R. Adams would be easily obtained. However, nothing could be
found to include in this week’s publication.
When We Walk with the Lord was written by John H. Sammis (18461919). Originally from Brooklyn, John moved to Indiana in his 20s and
began a successful business. He eventually became very involved in the
YMCA where he felt a call to ministry. Upon finishing seminary he was
ordained in 1880 as a Presbyterian minister. Following several years of
pastorates in Iowa, Indiana, Michigan and Minnesota, he joined the
faculty of the Los Angeles Bible Institute, where he taught until his death.
Daniel Towner (1850-1919) composer of the tune Trust and Obey joined
The Moody Bible institute in 1893 as head of the music department. In
this position he had a large influence upon church music throughout the
middle United States as he trained church music leadership. He was
awarded a PhD in music by the University of Tennessee in 1900. More
than two thousand songs are attributed to Dr. Towner, as well as fourteen
collections of hymns. He passed away while standing in the pulpit leading
the music for worship in Longwood, Missouri.
One of the most popular, singable and durable hymns of all is For the
Beauty of the Earth, written by Folliot S. Pierpoint (1835-1917). The text
came to the author as he sat on a hill overlooking his hometown of Bath,
Somersetshire, England, recounting the gifts of God that were displayed in
the panoramic view of this elegant city. Originally published in eight
stanzas, some of the text of the very orthodox Pierpoint has been changed
or omitted through the years, leaving us with this enduring version sung by
a myriad of varieties of faith communities around the world.
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