LOCC SUMMER HYMN SING – 2017
- Sunday, August 13 Jesus, Lover of My Soul was written by Charles Wesley (1707-1788) shortly after
his conversion in 1738. Some believe that it is based on the Wisdom of Solomon
11:26, (Apocrypha) “You spare all for they are yours, O Lord the lover of souls.”
It was Charles’ use of the words “lover” and “bosom” that persuaded his brother
John to NOT include this stanza in any collection of hymns until the 1797
edition, 8 years after Charles’ death. The text had particular meaning to slaves
who without names, parents, or status, could claim Jesus as their provider, parent,
and safe haven through the storms of life. The tune, ABERYSTWYTH was
composed by the Welsh writer, Joseph Parry (1841-1903) and is named for the
city in North Wales where he was professor of music. It is the most widely used of
all Welsh tunes. Joseph was born into poverty and began cleaning furnaces when
he was 10. He received his first music lessons from other iron workers. He won a
composition prize in 1860 and went on to write the first Welsh opera, two
oratorios, several cantatas and over 400 hymn tunes; making him the most
influential Welsh composer of the 20th century.
Louise Rowe Mayhew, daughter of the author, in a 1955 letter wrote the
following, “The hands of Howard E. Smith, a long time church organist in
Connecticut and friend of my father, was a little man, whose hands were so
knotted with arthritis that one would wonder how he could use them at all, much
less play the piano, but he could and did. I can see them now; my father striding
up and down humming a bar or two and Howard playing it and jotting it down.
Thus was Love Lifted Me composed. England born author, James Rowe,
(1865-1933) came to the U.S. and settled in New York. Following years as an
employee of the railroad, he began devoting his life to literary pursuits, writing
song texts and serving as editor at several major music companies. During the last
years of his life he became quite a successful writer of serious and humorous verse
for greeting card publishers.
Anna B. Warner’s (1820-1950) hymn was included in a novel by her sister, Say
and Seal, in 1860. At one point in the story an ill little boy is comforted by his
Sunday School teacher. He rocks the child in his arms, and when the boy asks
him to sing, the teacher begins singing a new song. The stanzas of Jesus Loves
Me are included in the novel. Having conducted Sunday School classes for the
cadets at West Point for decades, the sisters willed their home, Wood Crag, to the
academy. It is now a national shrine. William Bradbury (1816-1868) composed
the tune for this text. It is Bradbury that added the refrain.
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